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SUMMARY

Italy has many ancient structures together with many destructive earthquakes in its history. Structural damage caused by previous
earthquakes on historical buildings together with their resistance against earthquakes are investigated and new concept for the
earthquake hazard mitigation is suggested in this study. For this purpose, Colosseum which is the most imposing of all the
monuments in ancient Rome is selected as a first step of the research. Microtremor measurements were performed on Colosseum's
basement, ground floor and the first floor. Analysis of this measurement resulted that dynamic characteristics of Colosseum consists
of two parts which can be named as inner and outer wall. Predominant frequency and amplification factor of outer part are 1.5 Hz
and 3, respectively. And the inner part has a value of 3Hz for the predominant frequency and 10 for amplification factor. According
to this results, acceptable maximum acceleration is proposed as new index of earthquake resistance. The reliability of this index is
checked with the damage on outer structure caused by the 1349 Appennino Centrale Earthquake.
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Photo-1. Aerial picture of the Roman Colosseum.

The southern part of the outer wall is missing.
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Photo-2. D.M.V. Basilius’s inscription
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Figure 2 Measurement Points

Figure 1  Cross Section of Colosseum and

Geological Map around Colosseum
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Photo-3 Measurement Condition at B6
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Figure 3 Local Geological Conditions

in the north-south direction
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Figure 4 QTS of Basement and Ground Floor
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Figure 5 Spectral Ratio standardized by B6
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Figure 6 Spectral Ratio of First Floor standardized by B6
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